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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-317
Sponsor: Council Member Hyde
Date of Introduction: April 14, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCD
Date of Analysis: April 16, 2009
Type of Action: Creation of foreclosure prevention program; directions to Mayor and City administration; request of independent authorities
Bill Summary: The bill designates the Department of Housing and Neighborhoods as the City’s lead agency for dealing with mortgage foreclosure issues.  It directs the City administration to prominently feature a link on the City’s Internet home page to information sources compiled by the department providing assistance in the areas of foreclosure prevention, assistance and relief.  The bill directs the Housing and Neighborhoods Department to obtain from the Clerk of the Court on a weekly basis a list of all defendants listed in the lis pendens filed in the previous week which the department will refer to Jacksonville Area Legal Aid for a legal assessment and consideration for appropriate financial, debt management and/or legal assistance.  The department will also create a package of appropriate information on foreclosure issues to be mailed to defendants on the lis pendens listing to inform them of assistance options.  

The bill directs the Mayor and administration to use all available means to direct advocacy and lobbying efforts to the state and federal governments to provide foreclosure prevention, assistance and relief programs and funding.  The bill also encourages the City’s independent authorities to utilize their resources (web sites, bill stuffers, sign posting, etc.) to communicate with their employees and customers about the foreclosure prevention and remediation resources available in the city.  Finally, the bill creates a Jacksonville Foreclosure Task Force of no less than 9 members appointed by the Mayor to make further recommendations to the Mayor, the City Council and the Neighborhoods Department for further action in preventing foreclosure and providing assistance and relief to those facing or subjected to foreclosure.
Background Information: The bill derives from suggestions made at two “foreclosure summits” organized by Council Member Hyde in November 2008 and February 2009 for the purpose of soliciting ideas from a variety of stakeholders (banks, mortgage companies, consumer credit counselors, Jacksonville Area Legal Aid, bankruptcy judges, and others) about how the City could help deal with Jacksonville’s high foreclosure rate and the various problems associated with foreclosed properties.
Policy Impact Area: Foreclosure prevention and remediation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined; the bill directs the Housing and Neighborhoods Department to seek out possible funding sources and declares the City Council’s intent to appropriate the funds necessary to enable the department to mail foreclosure information packets to all property owners appearing on the lis pendens list.
Analyst: Clements
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